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Group
reaching
out and
reading
Kiwanis Club
offering support

Trish Choate
" Times Record-News

Reading to children will be
doctors’ orders at the Communi-
ty Healthcare Center. )

And Wichita Falls Kiwanis
Club members are helping fill a
prescription for literacy.

They recently donated $1,000
for books and promised volun-
teer readers beginning March
11, Dick Woodruff, club .presi-
dent, said.

. Reach Out and Read aims to
Jump start literacy in the very
young, Teresa Pontius, center
spokeswoman, said. Volunteers
will read in the children’s wait-
ing room. And kids up to 6 years
old will take a free book home
from checkups.

That will be a boon since 66
percent of the clinic’s patients
are below federal poverty levels.

Youngsters in er.ironmenrs
itttered with books, ssewspapers
and magdzines are more likely
to learn to read on schedule,
according to the Reach Out and
Read National Center’s Web site
at www.reachoutandread.org.
Reading problems can erode
school success. But poor parents
m not have money to buy

Thanks to Reach Out and
Read, the reading to could even
start before baby makes his
worldly debut,

The local program is for chil-
dren “0 to 5-years-old,” Pontius
said. The seeds of literacy need
to be planted and growing by
the time a child is 6. And if a
pediatrician or other phvsician
encourages reading, it makes an
impression. The idea is that
mom or dad, or grandma cr

_grandpa will read to kids

“because the doctor said.”

The program needs a con-
stant supply of children’s
books, though, Pontius said. So
she hopes community organiza-

tions and individuals will
donhate new books and good,
used books. Reading material
showing diverse races and
ethnic groups is especially
welcome,

The clinic will apply to
become a recognized Reach
Out and Read site, she said. If
accepted, Scholastic Books
will give books to the center.
The donation from the civic
club allowed the clinic to be

" eligible to become a site.

“Wichita Falls Kiwanis
Club has always tried to sup-
port reading here in the com-
munity,” Tim Short, chair-
man of the club’s Young Chil-
dren Priority-One Committee,
said.

“We have that Red Hot Rad
ical Readers program the
going on now in the scb
and this was somethir
really complement -
well.”
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